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INTRODUCTION

The Registry team has made a concerted effort this
year to produce the Annual Report somewhat ear-
lier.  The process begins with the submission to the
Registry of data from individual hospitals in April
following the March 31 cut off for the preceding
six month period which embraces the end of the
calendar year. The new data is not able to be
finalised until all hospitals have submitted their
information and the data checked thoroughly for
missing information or possible errors.  This pro-
cess is not complete until about September.  The
greatest holdup is those hospitals which are slow
to complete their returns. This leaves two to three
months to have the contributors write their sections
of the report, put the final product together and
sign it off for the publisher.

It remains a signal achievement for both our coun-
tries to be able to say that their voluntary Registry
contains 100% of patients receiving dialysis and
transplantation. This single fact gives a strength
and credibility to the analyses which is lacking in
most other similar Registries.

At the time of writing the funding arrangement from
our major sponsor (The Australian Government)
is uncertain. The Australian Health Minister’s Ad-
visory Council which has for the past nine years
funded ANZDATA and ANZOD Registries di-
rectly, has concluded that an alternative mechanism
for funding is more appropriate. Australians Do-
nate - the successor to ACCORD - was initially
requested to be the funding vehicle but has (cor-
rectly in the Registry’s view) persuaded Govern-
ment that this is an unnecessary barrier between
the Registries and the funding source and that an
alternate arrangement should be struck.

The Registry Executive is optimistic that the new
arrangements for funding will be put in place be-
fore the end of the financial year.  AHMAC was
structured so that 50% of Registry funding came
from the Federal Government and 50% from the
States on a per capita basis. The basis for future
funding remains unclear. Any reduction in alloca-
tion will mean curtailing some activity of the Reg-
istry. It continues to be a “bare bones” operation
which only continues production through the hard
work and dedication of the current staff.

The Registry Committee (a subcommittee of the
Dialysis and Transplant Committee of Australia
and The New Zealand Society of Nephrology, and
the Australian Kidney Foundation) has the overall

responsibility for the Registry. This committee
meets on at least an annual basis and currently con-
sists of:

Dr. R. Allen
Dr. A. Disney
Mrs. L. Excell
Dr. M. Falk
Ms K. Herbertt (Advisor/Organ Procurement)
Dr. P. Kerr
Dr. J. Knight (AKF Representative)
Dr. K. Lynn (NZ Representative)
Dr. T. Mathew
Dr. B. Murphy
Dr. D. Nicol
Dr. H. Rhodes
Dr. M. Robertson
Dr. G. Russ
Prof. A. Sheil (Advisor/Cancer)
Dr. M. Suranyi
Prof. R. Walker (Advisor/Paediatrics)

The Registry Committee is due to meet in early
1999. If you have any problems with any aspect of
the Registry please let the Executive Staff in
Adelaide know, or contact a Registry Committee
member.

We continue to work on improving the quality of
production and I believe this year you will notice
evidence of further progress. The special sections
this year are written by Dr. Graeme Russ (trans-
plant section), Ms Karen Herberrt and Dr Graeme
Russ (donor organ procurement), Dr. Peter Kerr
(haemodialysis), Dr. John Collins (peritoneal dialy-
sis) and Professor Rowan Walker (paediatrics).

The staff at the Registry are unchanged. Lee Excell
has prime responsibility for maintaining the data-
base and overview of analyses. She is assisted by
Brian Livingston, computer programmer and ana-
lyst, and Lis Steinmetz who attends to administra-
tion and secretarial support. It is hoped this year to
have funds available to employ a secretarial assis-
tant.

The report is posted to a large mailing list in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and overseas. Should you know
of anyone who would like to join the mailing list,
please let us know.

Timothy H. Mathew
Chairman
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